Foliar blight of Roselle and its effect on yield in tropical forest region of southwestern Nigeria.
The etiology of foliar blight of roselle and its effect on yield in the tropical forest of southwestern Nigeria was investigated. More than 40% of leaves of roselle plants in fields under continuous cultivation (endemic plots) were blighted by Phyllosticta hibiscini. However, no infection was found on roselle plants in fields never previously planted with roselle. Over 20% leaf yield loss and over 34% edible leaf loss were due to leaf blight. The mean marketable and biological yield loss of calyces in 1999 and 2000 were 35% and 38% respectively, while seed yield loss was 30% and 32%.